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Alsophila Leichhardiiana, a Tree-Fern new for Victoria
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A TREE-FERN NEW FOR VICTORIA
By FrANK RoBRINS m&C,

On the eastern side of Mrt, Druimnter, eastern Gippsland, there is
al extensive ram-forest jungle, witich T attempted to explore in
March, 1937. 1 was not successTul in penetrating far into it, but
among the 104 or more ferns and Rowering plants noted, there
were several interesting finds: Alsophila Leichhardttana Fov.M.
i Pricledy or Mard-stemmed Tree-Fern) ; Cvathea meduligris ( Black
Tree-Fern), very rare in the State, and not recorded for eastern
Victoria; and Plantego debilis R Br., new record for Victoria; I
had previously seen this near Orbost.

My attention was ficst drawn hy the black slender stems with the
drooping black, dead fronds near the top.  The gort in the cup-hike
indusinm ar once pointed to Cyathtea, There were only a few
specimens, but a little further down the gully, another rree-Tern
became quite conunon.  1ts extremely prickly naturc and absence
of indusimn poined to an Alsophila, new for Vietora, which later
it was proved to be (by Goyernmen! Botanist).

Alsaphile Letchhardtiany Tias heess recotded as connnon m coastal
scrubs of Queensland, Maroochie (common), and 11 New South
Wales fram Port Jackson, Blue Mountains, New England, Clar-
ence River, Hastings River, Mcleay River, T'weed River, IHa-
warvra, etc.  This fern is 10 feel to 13 feet i height, with a very
thin trank, and resembles Cyathea wedullnyis, excepl for absence
aof its blacic appearance and drooping dead Tronds. The extremely
prickly bases of the fronds, purticularly v the smaller specineng,
make its identity unmistakable. Alsophile austvalis, nur comimon
Rough Tree-Fern, alto has this characteristic, but oaoly to the
extent oi roughness,

The fronds of Leichhardtions are hipiunate, but the edges of the
Jeafiet ave defivitely serrate. whereas m 4. oustrolic the Jeaflets are
almost entire. The veining 15 simular for both specics as also s
the position of the sori on the herves There 15 a tendeney to 3-
iorked nerves in some of my specimens.  Ancther leature js the
dark mealy surface of the underside af the ribs of the fronds, due
to dark brown prickly scales (stellale hairs?), The points of these
scales arc of deep hrown-red colour. The “prickles™ grow mostly
on the underside of the mudribs and toward the base of the main
rib are up to 5 mun. long, shatp. rigid and somewhat resembling
those on o raspberry. Another conspienous feature is the greyish
appearance at the top of the trunk, which is due to the presence of
numerous Inong greyish lincar scales or bairs. The appearance of a
young frond unvolled to full extent is lso very strilang, reminding
one of a host ol willipedes coiled up.
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The Prickly Tree-Fern and Cyathea wedullares are hoth diffieult
to remove and grow o a fernery, One hopes that ne fern
enthysiasts will raid this rare little clump, where one is within
hearing of (he horns of mator-cars on the heautiial winding road
just above.

Referonces \
BAILEY . Litho. Ferns ONL., 38.
FyM.: Fragm., v, 53-117.
Bewraas . Forg Anwst,, vil, 711,

Key te Dratoigs
1 (u)—Alsopinla Lachhardiiona F.e.M. Sccondary pinna (X 1),
1 (b)—Leaflet (X 4) showing sori and nerves, i
I {¢)—Same (> 10) shuwing nerves, sori, and prickly scales.
1 (d)—Prickly scales. ™
E (e)—Prickly probtuberances o prinlasy pinna,
U (f)—Prickly probtuberances on hase of petiole (man zib).
1 {g)—Primary pinnal of young frond (about 3-4 B.) (% 3}
2 (a)y—Alsophala australis, Secondary pimna.
2 (bB)—lsophila austraits, Leaflet,

DROSERA PLANCHONII, Fki., "CLTMBING SUNDEW"

In various works on the Victorian Sundews, the “Climbing Sundew" is
named Drosera Mengiesii R.Br., and D. Planchonis Hif. and D, Mencicsi
R.Br., var. gltiflora Benth, are given as synonyms. Durmg the' course of
some revision work on the Australian Sundews we discovergd that I
Planchoitii Hict, and D, Mengiesii R.Br, are distinct species, and find that
D, Menaziesit 35 native to Western Australia, while 2. Planchonii & indi-

ecous fo South Australir, Victoria, Tasmania and New South Wales, We

ave not examined any Queensland specimens.

The following key shoold help in the determination of the two sperics;

DOrosera Meugiesit R Br,’

Flowers five ar more in the terminal inflarescente, petals purple. Stvle
segments mumerous, cutite and free almost to the base. Sepals vartowed
at the® base, narrow chovate and incised and fringed with lony glandular
hairs at the apex. The back clothdd with appressed silky hairs. W.A,

Dyrosera Planchonti Tkf, “Clunbing Sondew”

Inflorescence few-flowered in a simple or very rarely ance-inrked loosc
raceme. Petals white, often pinkish, Styles divided into very numerous
dichotomoeus branches arising from five free basal branches, Sepals ohovate
ovate, with the back alightly haire, but the margiis af the apex with long
fringed hairs.

It should bu ohserved that D, Mpwziesti R.Br, will be deleted from the
Victoriun Flora and 2. Planchonts ITkf. added. The plant figured in Pro-
fessor A, J. TBwart's Flora of Yistoria is D, Planchond HEk A, not D, Mon-
aiesit R Br.

Aunas, St. Jouw axp Mownis.



